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There is a leader in everyone. Whether 
your sphere of infl uence is a small team of 
individuals, a large corporation, or a group 
of college students, eventually you will fi nd 
yourself in a position of leadership. The question 
is, are you really ready to lead?

In their book, 
Launching a 
Leadership 
Revolution, Chris 
Brady and Orrin 
Woodward offer 
a fresh look at 
just what it takes 
to become a 
successful leader. 
Their claim that 
leadership can 
be learned by 

understanding the “Five Levels of Infl uence” is 
supported by years of experience in leadership 
development. By looking at timeless leaders 
such as George Washington, Winston Churchill, 
and even Saint Paul, the authors bring to life the 
fi ve levels of infl uence: Learn, Perform, Lead, 
Develop Leaders, and Develop Leaders Who 
Develop Leaders.

The book is broken down into chapters that 
provide practical, 
step-by-step methods 
of developing your 
leadership skills and 
putting them to work 
for you.

Whether you are someone who has been in 
a leadership role for many years, or you are 
just beginning your quest to become a leader, 
this book will provide valuable insight into the 
skills and mind-set you need to become an 
infl uential leader.

Currently Teaching:  
Concepts of Biology 
(BIO 101)
General Biology 
(BIO 103)

Q: What inspires you? 

A:  I really enjoy creating the materials that 
I’m going to present to the class.  I like doing 
the brainstorming on how I can make the next 
semester of teaching better than ones that have 
gone before.  And, of course, I am inspired 
to get to class and teach. When I see the “Oh, 
now I get it!” lights turn on in a student’s face, 
it’s one of the most rewarding feelings I know. 

On another level, I love playing music.  I made 
my living playing drums in various types 
of bands until I was 31 years old. I just love 
making music. Playing music gets the creative 
juices fl owing in a different way. 

And, nature inspires me.  Being outside and 
walking, backpacking, or just sauntering 
through the woods brings life into perspective. 
It’s this love of nature that led me into biology 
teaching. That and my dad.  He was a biology 
teacher and was truly the best teacher I have 
ever seen in front of a class.  Much of my style 
of teaching comes directly from him.  He taught 
me to have fun (and to make the material fun 
for the student to learn) when I teach.

And, of course, my son Nick.  He gently keeps 
me as current as he can (without even rolling 
his eyes) on topics like computer technology and 
other related topics.  Plus, he works with me 
on ideas for the class.  He also takes pictures for 
the lab manual and we play guitars together.  

I guess you could say he gives me a fresh 
perspective on things.  He’s 15 and he’s a 
great son and I’m a lucky dad.  [For more 
information on how you can become an 
inspirational leader, check out this 
issue’s featured book review, “Launching 
a Leadership Revolution.”]

Q: How do you motivate and inspire your 
students?

A: I try and relate the subject to their lives. 
With biology, this isn’t that hard to do.  
Biology can be taught in a dry, facts-only 
way.  My goal is to make them want to learn 
more after they leave the classroom.  One 
of the main ways I do this is with humor. I 
inject humor at every chance.  Humor and 
unusual stories that help students remember 
the material. 

Q: What is the biggest challenge you face 
in the classroom today?

A: One challenge is motivating the students 
who are only there because they need a 
science credit — getting them interested 
enough to want to learn the material, even 
though they may be going into business or 
another non-science career. And, keeping 
younger students interested.  I did not start 
college until I was 26 years old. (Actually, I 
started at age 19, went for one semester and 
dropped out to begin traveling and playing 
music.) As an 18-19 year old, my mind just 
wasn’t into studies.  So, I understand 
the mentality of young people who are 
struggling with just staying in college. 
I love the challenge of getting them to 
actually like coming to class!  

Q: What movie title best describes what 
your classroom is like?

A:  I’m not that familiar with many 
movie titles — and it’s just hard for me 
to remember them!

Q: Your offi ce is on fi re! What one item do 
you choose to rescue?

A:  I have a large framed painting of a 
young barefoot boy asleep peacefully in a 
haystack outside a barn.  I’ve always called 
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that picture “my motto.”  And I’d probably 
grab my “Well-dressed-pig.”  It’s a 2 foot tall 
plastic pig that’s all dressed up and ready to 
go out on the town.  I found it at a yard sale.  
I think it was a kid’s coin bank, although 
there’s no slot for coins.  Don’t ask me why 
I’d take this. I just like it.  And, I got both 
items when I fi rst started teaching at WCC.

Q: Finish this sentence: If I weren’t 
teaching, I’d be…

A: Playing music (guitar or drums) 
wherever they would have me.

Q: My favorite places to be in Ann Arbor/
Ypsilanti/Detroit are:

A: Herb David’s guitar store, Gallup Park, 
and Crazy Wisdom Tea Room.  Crazy 
Wisdom is a great book/cool stuff store with 
a great room upstairs where you can eat and 
where they have free concerts on Friday 
nights.  It’s a great place to play music. 

Q: What is the best piece of advice that you 
give to your students?

A:  Try and enjoy life and do what makes 
you happy for a career. And, study (since 
they are in college) so they can pass their 
classes and make those choices come true...

Q: What is the best lesson you’ve learned 
from a student(s)?

A:  To try and see the class from their 
perspective.  I’ve been teaching a long time, 
and they help me remember what it’s like to 
be a student.  I know their life isn’t centered 
around my class.  I let them remind me of 
what my favorite teachers were like and 
what I wished other teachers would have 
been like.

Q: What is your favorite book? 

A:  The Pastures of Heaven by John 
Steinbeck and Time and Again (the best 
time-travel novel ever!) by Jack Finney.  As 
for science, any book by Richard Dawkins. 
To ask for only one book is cruel!

Q:  What causes or charities are you 
passionate about?

A:  The Nature Conservancy and the 
National Parks.  We need to keep some land 
away from development.
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Course Packs — 
Choose Your Content
Our course packs are effective classroom 
materials. You choose the content — we do 
the rest!  Huron Valley Publishing has you 
covered from start to fi nish.  We’ll take care of 
everything from copyright clearance, to printing 
and binding, to delivering your packs to your 
preferred bookstore(s).  With a wide variety 
of binding options and custom covers, we can 
meet your unique needs for any course!

Custom Textbooks — 
Personalize Your Content
Elevate the look of your course materials by 
taking advantage of our Custom Textbook 
service.  Simply compile your own course 
readings with original content and/or copy-
righted material.  We’ll transform them into a 
professionally published book with a unique 
color cover, uniform layout and perfect binding. 
We can even add and collect a royalty fee for 
your own original work.

Self-Publishing — 
Control Your Own Content
Turn your original manuscript into a book 
ready for distribution! We will assist you in the 
preparation of turning your own work into a 
book — complete with ISBN number, custom 
designed cover and perfect binding.  With our 
print-on-demand service, there’s no need to 
print and inventory large quantities. Your books 
can be stored electronically and printed as 
needed.  We also offer marketing packages 
to help get your book into the hands of your 
target audience!

Scholarship Program
Student scholarships are offered to 
deserving students each semester. The 
overall number of scholarships awarded is 
based on the volume of packs we provide 
to an individual department in a given term. 
Visit www.HuronValleyPublishing.com 
for more information.

2007 WCC Scholarship Recipients:
Fall
Biology Department
Nursing Department

Winter
Life Sciences - Biology Department
Nursing and Health Science Department
English/Writing Department

Passport to Rewards
What is Passport to Rewards?
Passport to Rewards is a rewards program 
designed to introduce new clients by using 
existing relationships through the referrals 
process. Because of your “advocate” potential 
you can easily refer others through the time 
tested method of referral marketing. Visit 
www.huronvalleypublishing.com for details.

Professor Royalty Program
Did you know that we have a professor royalty 
program? Ask us about adding a royalty 
to the cost of your coursepacks. Visit 
www.huronvalleypublishing.com 
for details.

Feel Like a Valued Client 
at Huron Valley Publishing

WCC Dates for 2008 Fall Semester
Sept. 1:  Labor Day Holiday, College closed 
Sept. 2:  Fall Semester begins 
Nov. 12:  Winter registration begins
Nov.19:  Winter registration begins for 
 new students 
Nov. 25 - 28:  No classes 
Nov. 27 - 28:  Thanksgiving Break, College closed 
Nov. 29:  Classes resume 
Dec. 19:  Fall Semester ends, College open 
Dec. 24 - Jan. 1:  Semester Break, College closed
Jan. 2:  College reopens 
Jan. 12:  Winter Semester begins
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